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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Comments 
For applicant's information, the amendments to claims 1-6, overcome the previous 
objections and 1 12 rejections of these claims. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 6, line 6, "the steps of 
providing" should be "the steps of: providing". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Parker US 
4,958,924, herein referred to as Parker '924, in view of Feinbloom US 5,452,030, herein referred 
toasFeinbloom'030. 

Regarding claim 1, Parker '924 discloses a vision correcting optical device for redirecting 
incoming image scene light rays from a person's damaged central macular retina area identified 
as the fovea to a predetermined non-damaged macular retinal area identified as the perifoveal 
area (Column 3, line 44-Column 4, line 43 and Column 6, line 56-Column 7, line 62, wherein the 
light rays are directed to a predetermined and most functional portion of the retina, i.e. a non- 
damaged portion of the retina, to improve the vision of macular degenerated eyes) comprising: at 
least one prism lens having a predetermined index of refraction (Column 6, lines 27-55 and 
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Column 7, lines 48-62, wherein the prism lenses are made of a selected material for the desired 
optical properties, Figures 1-5) for receiving and causing controlled deviation of coaxial parallel 
light rays (Column 6, line 56-Column 7, line 62, wherein the light rays are deviated by two prism 
lenses "48", Figures 1-5), for converting the light rays to parallel oblique rays prior to passing 
through a lens of the human eye and registering an image of the rays on the retina, whereby the 
at least one prism lens is effective to redirect light rays through the human eye lens to a 
predetermined focused position on a non-damaged macular retinal area (Column 3, line 44- 
Column 4, line 43 and Column 6, line 56-Column 7, line 62, wherein the light rays are directed 
to a predetermined and most functional portion of the retina, i.e. a non-damaged portion of the 
retina, to improve the vision of macular degenerated eyes), but does not specifically disclose that 
the prisms are wedge shaped, wherein the lenses have a tapered preselected wedge angle for 
causing deviation of the light rays. Feinbloom '030 teaches of an assembly where prism lenses 
are used to redirect light rays and are wedge shaped (Column 4, line 32-Column 5, line 61, 
wherein the wedge-shaped prisms "25" are rotated in an oriented relationship to each other, 
Figures 6-7), wherein the lenses have a tapered preselected wedge angle for causing deviation of 
the light rays (Column 5, lines 18-33, wherein the prisms have pre-selected wedge angles to 
deviate the path of the light rays, Figures 7-8) for the purpose of forming an image at a single 
point with binocular vision (Column 5, lines 45-61). Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made for the optical device of 
Parker '924 to further include wedge shaped prisms since Feinbloom '030 teaches of an 
assembly where prism lenses are used to redirect light rays and are wedge shaped, wherein the 
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lenses have a tapered preselected wedge angle for causing deviation of the light rays for the 
purpose of forming an image at a single point with binocular vision. 

Regarding claim 2, Parker '924 and Feinbloom '030 disclose and teach of a vision 
correcting optical device as shown above and Parker '924 further discloses that the at least one 
prism lens comprises a pair of identical prism lenses, one lens for each eye (Column 6, line 56- 
Column 7, line 62, wherein two prism lenses "48" are provided, Figures 1-5), the lenses being 
adaptable to be positioned so as to provide identical image repositioning to each eye to achieve 
binocular accommodation such that each eye is focused on the same point of interest (Column 4, 
lines 25-43, Column 5, lines 12-39, and Column 6, line 56-Column 7, line 62, wherein the lenses 
are positioned to convert the rays and form a focused image at the same point), but does not 
specifically disclose that the prisms are wedge shaped or that one of the lenses is rotated in an 
oriented relationship to the other lens. Feinbloom '030 teaches of an assembly wherein wedge 
shaped prism lenses are used to redirect light rays, wherein one of the lenses is rotated in an 
oriented relationship to the other lens (Column 4, line 32-Column 5, line 61, wherein the wedge- 
shaped prisms "25" are rotated in an oriented relationship to each other, Figures 6-7) for the 
purpose of forming an image at a single point with binocular vision (Column 5, lines 45-61). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made for the optical device of Parker '924 to further include wedge shaped prisms, 
wherein one of the lenses is rotated in an oriented relationship to the other lens since Feinbloom 
'030 teaches of an assembly wherein wedge shaped prism lenses are used to redirect light rays, 
wherein one of the lenses is rotated in an oriented relationship to the other lens for the purpose of 
forming an image at a single point with binocular vision. 
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Regarding claim 3, Parker '924 and Feinbloom '030 disclose and teach of a vision 
correcting optical device as shown above and Parker '924 further discloses that the prism lens 
are adaptable to be compound and supplement correction of an existing pair of image corrective 
optics (Column 5, line 64-Column 6, line 55, wherein the prism lenses "48" provide 
supplemental correction to corrective lenses "38", Figures 1-5). 

Regarding claim 4, Parker '924 and Feinbloom '030 disclose and teach of a vision 
correcting optical device as shown above and Parker '924 further discloses that the prism lens 
are adaptable to be installed in spectacle frames and worn by persons who require corrective 
repositioning of light rays (Column 5, line 12-Column 7, line 62, wherein the prism lenses "48" 
are formed in spectacle frame "28", Figures 1-5). 

Regarding claim 5, Parker '924 and Feinbloom '030 disclose and teach of a vision 
correcting optical device as shown above and Parker '924 further discloses that the prism lens 
are adaptable to be installed in spectacle frames and attached to glasses worn by persons who 
require other refractive vision correction (Column 5, line 12-Column 7, line 62, wherein the 
prism lenses "48" are formed in spectacle frame "28", which can be attached to vision corrective 
lens frame "12", Figures 1-5). 

Regarding claim 6, Parker '924 discloses a method of making a vision correcting optical 
device for redirecting incoming image scene light rays from a person's damaged central macular 
retina area identified as the fovea to a predetermined non-damaged macular retinal area 
identified as the perifoveal area (Column 3, line 44-Column 4, line 43 and Column 6, line 56- 
Column 7, line 62, wherein the light rays are directed to a predetermined and most functional 
portion of the retina, i.e. a non-damaged portion of the retina, to improve the vision of macular 
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degenerated eyes) comprising the steps of: providing a first prism lens having a predetermined 
index of refraction (Column 6, lines 27-55 and Column 7, lines 48-62, wherein the prism lenses 
are made of a selected material for the desired optical properties, Figures 1-5) for receiving and 
causing controlled deviation of coaxial parallel light rays (Column 6, line 56-Column 7, line 62, 
wherein the light rays are deviated by two prism lenses "48", Figures 1-5), providing a second 
prism lens for the other human eye having a predetermined index of refraction (Column 6, lines 
27-55 and Column 7, lines 48-62, wherein the prism lenses are made of a selected material for 
the desired optical properties, Figures 1-5) for receiving and causing controlled deviation of 
coaxial parallel light rays for the other human eye (Column 6, line 56-Column 7, line 62, 
wherein the light rays are deviated by two prism lenses "48", Figures 1-5), positioning one of the 
prism lenses to convert the light rays to parallel oblique rays prior to passing through the lens of 
the human eye, and providing identical image repositioning to each eye to achieve binocular 
accommodation such that each eye is focused on the same point of interest (Column 4, lines 25- 
43, Column 5, lines 12-39, and Column 6, line 56-Column 7, line 62, wherein the lenses are 
positioned to convert the rays and form a focused image at the same point), but does not 
specifically disclose that the prisms are wedge shaped or that one of the lenses is rotated in an 
oriented relationship to the other lens. Feinbloom '030 teaches of an assembly wherein wedge 
shaped prism lenses are used to redirect light rays (Column 4, line 32-Column 5, line 61, wherein 
the wedge-shaped prisms "25" are rotated in an oriented relationship to each other, Figures 6-7), 
wherein the lenses have a tapered preselected wedge angle for causing deviation of the light rays 
(Column 5, lines 18-33, wherein the prisms have pre-selected wedge angles to deviate the path of 
the light rays, Figures 7-8), and wherein one of the lenses is rotated in an oriented relationship to 
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the other lens (Column 4, line 32-Column 5, line 61, wherein the wedge-shaped prisms "25" are 
rotated in an oriented relationship to each other, Figures 6-7) for the purpose of forming an 
image at a single point with binocular vision (Column 5, lines 45-61). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made for the 
method of making an optical device of Parker '924 to further include wedge shaped prisms, 
wherein the lenses have a tapered preselected wedge angle for causing deviation of the light rays, 
and wherein one of the lenses is rotated in an oriented relationship to the other lens since 
Feinbloom '030 teaches of an assembly wherein wedge shaped prism lenses are used to redirect 
light rays, wherein the lenses have a tapered preselected wedge angle for causing deviation of the 
light rays, and wherein one of the lenses is rotated in an oriented relationship to the other lens for 
the purpose of forming an image at a single point with binocular vision. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed January 27, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Specifically, regarding claim 1, applicant argues that the structure of the wedge 
shaped lens is not anticipated by Parker '924 or taught by Feinbloom '030 and that there would 
be no motivation to combine the two references. The examiner agrees that the wedge shaped lens 
structure is not disclosed in Parker '924. However, Feinbloom '030 teaches of an assembly 
wherein wedge shaped prism lenses are used to redirect light rays (Column 4, line 32-Column 5, 
line 61, wherein the wedge-shaped prisms "25" are rotated in an oriented relationship to each 
other, Figures 6-7), wherein the lenses have a tapered preselected wedge angle for causing 
deviation of the light rays (Column 5, lines 18-33, wherein the prisms have pre-selected wedge 
angles to deviate the path of the light rays, Figures 7-8), and wherein one of the lenses is rotated 
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in an oriented relationship to the other lens (Column 4, line 32-Column 5, line 61, wherein the 
wedge-shaped prisms "25" are rotated in an oriented relationship to each other, Figures 6-7) for 
the purpose of forming an image at a single point with binocular vision (Column 5, lines 45-61). 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 
1992). In this case, Feinbloom '030 teaches of an assembly wherein wedge shaped prism lenses 
are used to redirect light rays, wherein the lenses have a tapered preselected wedge angle for 
causing deviation of the light rays, and wherein one of the lenses is rotated in an oriented 
relationship to the other lens for the purpose of forming an image at a single point with binocular 
vision, as shown above. Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made for the optical device of Parker '924 to further include 
wedge shaped prisms since Feinbloom £ 030 teaches of an assembly where prism lenses are used 
to redirect light rays and are wedge shaped, wherein the lenses have a tapered preselected wedge 
angle for causing deviation of the light rays for the purpose of forming an image at a single point 
with binocular vision. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica T. Stultz whose telephone number is (571) 272-2339. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Mack can be reached on 571-272-2333. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jessica Stultz 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2873 
April 3, 2006 
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